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Tillet, published in 1618, the name of Richelieu does
not appear; in A Decade of History under Louis XIII.
by Le Grain, published in 1619, he is briefly men-
tioned, and the historian says that he was incapable
of filling the office of secretary for foreign affairs ;
m^Q Annals of France, by Savaron, published in
1621, he is given a brief and rather contemptuous
notice.

So far as he was known at this time, his reputation
was not above reproach. All acknowledged, indeed,
that he was a man of ability, but he was believed to
be tortuous in his policy, selfish in his purposes, and
unscrupulous in his actions; nor was this estimate
altogether wrong. No one suspected that the aspir-
ing and intriguing bishop was to become one of the
world's great politicians; no one appreciated the
breadth of his judgment, or the unswerving courage
and resolution with which he would rule the State |
his extraordinary qualities could only be displayed
when upon him rested the responsibilities of gov-
ernment.

Richelieu retired with the Queen-mother to B.lois
and was appointed chief of her council. His posi-
tion was, however, a curiously ambiguous one; if he
professed to remain constant to the Queen's fortunes,
he lost no opportunity to ingratiate himself with
those who enjoyed the King's confidence, and he
accepted his new office only on receiving the royal
consent. He reported regularly to Luines the con-
dition of affairs at Blois, rendering an exact account
of the Queen's actions, in order, as he says, that it
might be seen that there was in them nothing tom the Louvre. Her rule had been andorder wastter theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
